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World Sikh Council — America Region Speaks
Truth to Power: Calls Upon Prime Minister of
India to Act to Prevent India’s Persecution of
Sikh Community

On the eve of the Prime Minister of India Dr. Manmohan
Singh’s historic visit to the United States of America from
July 18 - 20, 2005, the World Sikh Council — America
Region (WSC-AR), on behalf of the Sikh community of the
United States, takes this opportunity to remind the Prime
Minister of the Sikh nation’s long-outstanding concerns,
and calls upon him not to let the Indian polity continue the
genocidal era of India’s state terrorism of the 1980s and
1990s against the Sikh community.

Sikhs are still waiting for justice from the State of India for
its genocidal policy against the Sikh community. Justice
delayed is indeed justice denied for the Sikhs of India.

We also call upon the Indian Prime Minister, himself a Sikh,
to clearly outline the steps his government will take to
provide transparency and accountability in the treatment of
religious minorities, and what measures he will take to
safeguard their constitutionally provided freedoms.

Dr. Manmohan Singh is visiting the United States of

America from July 18 — 20 on the invitation of the United
States President George W. Bush.
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The WSC-AR further appeals to the Prime Minister of India to:
e Investigate and make public an inquiry into the killings of Sikhs by police and security forces
since the 1970s
e Release all Sikh political prisoners
e Provide full disclosure and remedial measures pertaining to enforced disappearances, custodial
deaths, extra-judicial killings, and illegal cremations
e Release the full-text of the Nanavati Commission report on the Nov 1984 massacre of Sikhs.

Mr. Amolak Singh, Chairperson of World Sikh Council — America Region (WSC-AR) remarked, “We
condemn in the strongest terms the continued efforts of the Government of India to demonize the Sikh
community. We call upon the Indian Government to end its genocidal attempts against religious
minorities.”

Dr. Anahat Kaur, Vice-Chairperson of WSC-AR said, "The Sikh experience in India demonstrates a
relentless pattern of religious persecution under the guise of democracy while flouting the ideals of peace,
justice, and human rights". She added, "These actions hardly seem worthy of a democratic nation.”

Once again, in the last several months, very disturbing news reports have been received from the Sikh
Homeland of Punjab in South Asia. A new wave of mass arrests and detentions of several hundred young
Sikhs has been unleashed by India. This is in gross violation of civil liberties and political freedoms
guaranteed by the Indian Constitution and by the International Covenants and Conventions on Human
Rights.

The Sikh nation continues to seek transparency and accountability. Thousands of Sikhs continue to
languish in jail for decades without charge or trial. Thousands more have become the victims of enforced
disappearances, custodial deaths, extra-judicial killings, and illegal cremations. This history makes the
new wave of mass arrests all the more ominous.

Since its independence from British Colonial rule in 1947, India has persecuted its religious minorities,
including Christians, Muslims, and Sikhs, in the name of national integration.

In the May 2003 report “Reduced to Ashes: The Insurgency and Human Rights in Punjab"
(www.punjabjustice.org), Mr. Ram Narayan Kumar, one of India’s leading human rights activist, presents
overwhelming evidence (along with over 600 case histories) of massive human rights abuses of Sikhs by
police, and the contributions at all levels of the state and national government as well the Indian judiciary
towards police impunity.

The New York Times Bureau Chief in Delhi from 1988 to 1991, Barbara Crossette, writes in article
“India’s Sikhs: Waiting for Justice” published in the World Policy Journal, Summer 2004: “Almost as
many Sikhs died in a few days in India in 1984 than all the deaths and disappearances in Chile during the
17-year military rule of Gen. Augusto Pinochet between 1973 and 1990.... Not only Chile, but also
Argentina, Peru, Mexico, South Africa, and Ethiopia, among other nations, have been addressing
atrocities from decades past. India, in refusing to confront its bloody recent history, stands in glaring
contrast to these nations.”

The WSC-AR is a representative and elected body of Sikh Gurdwaras and institutions in the United

States. Its members include 37 Gurdwaras (Sikh places of worship) and other Sikh institutions across the
nation.
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