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World Sikh Council — America Region
Condemns Hate Graffiti at Fresno Gurdwara,
Appeals to Sikh Community to be Vigilant

The World Sikh Council — America Region (WSC-AR)
condemns the hate graffiti that was spray painted by
vandals at the Gurdwara (Sikh place of worship) in
Fresno, California on Saturday, March 13, 2004.

Similar incidents of hate graffiti occurred for five days in
a row at the Gurdwara last year and included throwing of
firecrackers, which resulted in minor damage to the place
of worship.

Mr. Kuldeep Singh, Chairman of WSC-AR, said “It is
deplorable that the Gurdwara has been targeted repeatedly
by vandals to vent their ignorance and prejudice at Sikh
Americans. Rage against Sikh Americans is not the
American way.”

Mr. Singh further stressed, “Sikhs have lived in the US for
nearly a century and are being increasingly woven into the
fabric of America. This is our home and we are here to
stay.”
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The Fresno Sikh Gurdwara’s response to the vandalism was most appropriate and in keeping with the
traditions of the Sikh faith.

WSC-AR looks forward to collaborating with the Fresno Sikh community, interfaith groups, and law
enforcements agencies in educating the general public about Sikhs and their religion, in order to reduce
ignorance and prejudice.

Since September 11, 2001, the American public has been very tolerant and has shown admirable restraint
in not stereotyping any minority community with collective guilt. We need to be kind and supportive of
our fellow citizens in such difficult times.

However, more than 200 incidents of stereotyping, bias, hate, and prejudice against Sikh Americans and
their places of worship have been reported in the media since 9/11.

We condemn any and all such incidents of bias and prejudice. We must add that rage against Muslim
Americans and other religious and ethnic minorities is also unacceptable.

Traditionally, Sikh men wear a turban and have a beard as articles of their faith. Because Osama bin
Laden wears turban and has a beard, some people may associate him with the Sikh community. Any
association between Sikhs and bin Laden or his associates is incorrect and against the American character
of freedom and justice for all.

Since the March 2003 attack on Iraq, many Sikhs have been mistaken to be Iraqis or supporters of
Saddam Hussein and have been subjected to prejudiced remarks and incidents. Sikhs have no association
with Iraq or Saddam Hussein.

With the first year anniversary of the war on Iraq this weekend, WSC-AR is concerned that this may
possibly result in an increase in stereotyping, bias, and prejudice incidents against Sikh Americans. WSC-
AR appeals to Sikh Gurdwaras, organizations, and individuals to be vigilant in the coming weeks and
promptly report any incident of bias to law enforcement agencies.

WSC-AR commends local, state, and federal law enforcement agencies for their prompt and appropriate
attention to reported incidents of hate and prejudice. The efforts of these agencies in investigating and
pursuing the culprits are appreciated.

About 25 million Sikhs live across the world. Sikhs arrived in the US about a century ago and number
about half a million today. About 30,000 Sikhs live in and around Fresno, California.

World Sikh Council — America Region is the only representative and elected body of Sikh Gurdwaras and
institutions in the US. Its members include 28 Gurdwaras (Sikh places of worship) and 8 other Sikh

institutions across 17 US states.

World Sikh Council — America Region works to promote Sikh interests at the national and international
level focusing on issues of advocacy, education, and well-being of humankind.
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